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taxed to support the alleged wastrels of the city—where job-
lessness was regarded as laziness in disguise—vexed many an
independent husbandman, who years since had begun to
identify himself with the employer interests* The so-called
coddling of union labor, its automatic greed and penchant
for striking also stuck in his craw. In the Middle West the
reciprocal trade agreements promoted by Secretary of State
Cordell Hull—unconditional most-favored-nation pacts
which enabled Canada, the South American republics and
other nations to ship beef and certain agricultural products
to the United States in return for advantages reciprocally
granted—proved on the whole unpopular. And finally, hav-
ing recovered much of his prosperity under the New Deal,
the midland farmer who had voted for Roosevelt in 1932
when frightened, and again in 1936 when gratefully con-
valescent, now, feeling the ground secure beneath his feet,
turned comfortably back to his traditional conservatism.
Hopefully watching these developments, the Republican
party in 1940 nominated Senator Charles L. McNary, co-
author of the McNary-Haugen bill of nostalgic memory, for
the vice-presidency, with Wendell Willkie as head of the
ticket, and in its platform pledged continuation of soil-con-
servation payments while calling for the elimination of crop
control. Whatever the grievances and the blandishments, the
results of that election, though favorable to the administra-
tion, showed that the farmer-labor coalition which had long
sustained the New Deal was beginning to crack. True, the
South continued "solid" politically, being also the region of
impoverished agriculturalists, and the conservation-minded
and progressive West Coast still loved Roosevelt; but else-
where the flag of rebellion flew high, Roosevelt swept every
city in the nation of four hundred thousand population and
upwards save Cincinnati, while New York City carried the
day against revolt upstate, and Chicago counterbalanced that
downstate* On the other hand, nine of the ten states he lost—
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, North and

